
 

 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  ) 
 ) ORDINANCE #299   
COUNTY OF LANCASTER ) 
 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 5.7 OF  

THE LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS ORDINANCE 
TO REGULATE PISTOL, RIFLE OR SKEET RANGES 

 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 5.7 requires all pistol, rifle, and skeet ranges be 
located at least one mile from any residential use; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the separation  
requirement of one mile from residential uses should also apply to churches, schools 
and daycare facilities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon review of the hours of operation of other similar 
businesses in the state, the Planning Staff and Planning Commission recommends that 
the hours of operation for such businesses be regulated. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Lancaster County 
Council, in lawful assembly, after three (3) readings, that Section 5.7 of Land Use and 
Development Standards Ordinance be amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 5.7 Pistol, rifle or skeet ranges. 
 
 The unique nature of this use is such that the following criteria shall be observed 
in siting such use in Lancaster County. 
 
 (1) No such use shall be located within one mile from any residential use, 

church, school, or daycare facility (measured in a straight line). 
 
 (2) The use shall be oriented away from habitable areas. 
 
 (3) The site upon which the use is proposed shall be suitable in size and 

topography to ensure the safety of area residents. 
 
 (4) Outdoor pistol, rifle, or skeet ranges shall only operate during the 

following hours: 
• Monday through Saturday:  9:00 a.m. until sunset. 
• Sunday:  1:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. or as stated on a request for a 

special event as outlined below. 
 
  Up to two times per calendar year, such businesses may be permitted to 

operate prior to 1:30 p.m. on Sundays for special events (i.e. state 



 

 

tournament).  If such a business wants to hold a special event which 
would require the business to open before 1:30 p.m. on Sundays, the 
owner shall submit a written request to the Planning Director.  This 
request shall include the name of the business, the business address, 
name of owner, what would be the opening and closing time, and the 
date of the event.  Additionally, the owner shall submit a list of all 
adjacent property owners so each can be sent a notice of which Sunday 
the business will be open during hours other than between 1:30 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m.  Accompanying this list shall be an addressed, stamped 
envelope for each person on the list of adjacent property owners.  Such 
businesses shall only be permitted to hold two special events per 
calendar year which allow them to operate prior to 1:30 p.m. on Sunday. 

 
 AND IT IS SO ORDAINED this 19th day of August, 1997. 
 
   LANCASTER COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
   Ray E. Gardner, Chairman 
 
 
 
   Polly C. Jackson, Secretary 
 
 
Approved as to form and content: 
 
___________________________ 
William R. Sims, County Attorney 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
Irene Plyler, Clerk to Council 
 
1st reading: 6-30-97 
2nd reading: 7-28-97 
3rd reading: 8-19-97 


